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THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL PAGEANT 



To the Virginia Historical Society is due, in great measure, 
the inspiration, on the part of Virginians, to give a Pageant, 
depicting the glorious history of the "Founders of the Nation" 
and the "Mother of States." 

Through the medium of this Magazine, and the Society's 
accumulation of a priceless collection of manuscripts bearing on 
the early struggles of the Colonists, their trials, failures and 
achievements; the descendants of those brave men and women 
who braved all to found a new home, aye! to establish a new 
nation on the Western Continent have awaken to the duty they 
owe themselves, as well as their forbears, to give to the world 
full knowledge of the material they possess. These forbears 
came — not as exiles fleeing from religious persecution, but 
volunteers, dreaming of self-government ; of liberty. So much 
of this historical material is either unknown to the public at 
large, or have been so perverted by writers who, through ig- 
norance, omission or commission, have broadcasted their nar- 
ratives to the world, it has become essential, even were it not 
a labor of love, for Virginia to pay homage to those who have 
done so much toward the founding of the greatest republic 
of ancient or modern days. 

The suggestion and tentative outline of a Historical Pageant 
was first offered by a member of the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety, in February, 1916, and a draft of the programme was 
published in the Journal of the Richmond Chamber of Com- 
merce in its issue of April following. 

The Richmond Post of the Travelers Protective Association, 
endorsed the movement and appointed a committee with in- 
structions to invite the co-operation of other city and State 
organizations looking toward the presentation of the Pageant. 

The declaration of war against Germany made impossible 
any continued effort at that time, and the project was tempo- 



120 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 

rarity abandoned. The Committee of the T. P. A. .was con- 
tinued with instructions to await a more propitious time for 
renewal of the effort. 

In the fall of 1920, Mr. Arthur James, of the John Mar- 
shall High School faculty wrote a letter, published in the 
Richmond Evening Dispatch, suggesting that the time had 
come for a Pageant to be given. This was followed by edi- 
torials in the Dispatch and the committee from the T. P. A. 
sent out letters to the various patriotic, fraternal and civic 
organizations in the city, requesting a joint conference of com- 
mittees of five at the headquarters of the T. P. A. post. 

After several meetings, at which nearly every organization 
invited was represented, the Virginia Historical Pageant Asso- 
ciation was formed. It was decided that it would be imprac- 
tical to hold the Pageant in 192 1, and the week of May 22nd 
to 28th, 1922, was selected. Oliver J. Sands, President of the 
American National Bank, of Richmond, was elected President, 
and W. B. Cridlin, Secretary. Both of these gentlemen are 
members of the Virginia Historical Society. 

The Secretary assumed office May 1, 1921, and opened his 
office at the T. P. A. Building, 3d and Main Streets. Mem- 
bership tickets at one dollar each, were offered to the public, 
the first thousand to be enrolled as Charter Members. The 
Charter list was subscribed for within a short time, and reg- 
ular memberships were enrolled up to the closing of the list 
on February 1st of this year. The funds raised in this way 
paid all the preliminary expenses of the Association, and en- 
abled the Secretary to conduct an advertising campaign that 
has given publicity to the movement, not only in America, 
but several foreign countries as well. 

Memberships were sold in England, France, Spain and 
China; in Mexico, Canada and nearly every State. 

The slogan — "Carry Me Back to Old Virginia," has an 
appeal to Virginians, descendants of Virginians, and lovers of 
American History, wherever they may reside, and from the 
great volume of mail being received, the Association is as- 
sured of one of the greatest crowds of visitors the State has 
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ever been called upon to entertain. The people of Richmond 
and vicinity are making preparations to assure accommodations 
for all who come, and ample provisions are being made to elimi- 
nate profiteering. Committees and citizens will be ready to 
receive our guests with the hospitality for which Virginia has 
ever been noted. 

The program for the week is as follows : 

Program. 

Monday — May 22nd — Coronation Parade, and Home-coming 

Day (First night performance of the "Pageant 

of Virginia.") 
The "Pageant of Virginia" will be repeated 

each night during the week. 
Tuesday — Colonial Parade — Floats of the Period, entered 

from the counties and cities of the State. 
Wednesday — The Revolution and War of 1812 — Floats of 

the Period. 
Thursday — Confederate Day — Floats of the Period and 

Military, etc. 

Friday — Spanish-American and World War Day — Floats, 
Floral Parade. 

Saturday — Greater Virginia Day — Historical and Commer- 
cial Floats. 

On Friday, 26th, there will be an Old Virginia Tournament. 
This will be participated in by costumed Knights, represent- 
ing every section of the State. 

Balls. 

Tuesday Night — Colonial Ball — Reception of the Queen of 

the Pageant. 
Wednesday Night — Revolutionary Ball. 
Thursday Night — Confederate Ball. 
Friday Night — Tournament Ball. 
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Other entertainments will be given through the week, all of 
historic interest, such as a Regetta, Indian Canoe Races, etc. 

The Pageant of Virginia is written and presented by Thomas 
Wood Stevens, the well-known writer of the Pageant of St. 
Louis, Pageant of Newark, and over thirty successful pageants, 
presented in America and Europe. 

For information as to seats, etc., see advertisement, page 
facing back cover. 

W. B. Cridlin, 
Secy. Va. Historical Pageant Asso. 



